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       Minutes 
 
 

Dr. Kam Movassaghi, Secretary of La DOTD, called the meeting to order at 1:40 PM. 
 
Role was called; the following members were present. 

 
Dr. Kam Movassaghi    
Ms. Jennifer Marusak   
Mr. Thomas Clark 
Mr. Don J. Hutchinson 
Mr. Derrell Cohoon 
Representative Roy Hopkins 
Representative Loulan Pitre, Jr. 
Representative Gillis Pinac  

 
Secretary Movassaghi motioned to accept the minutes from the February 5, 2002 meeting of the 
Commission.  Representative Pitre seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted without 
objection.  It was noted that meeting minutes would be in the form of a brief summary with 
details provided for any significant decisions of the Commission.  It was also noted that the 
meetings will be taped and the tape will be available for future reference. 
 
Revisions to the draft Values, Goals and Objectives made since the February 5, 2002 meeting of 
the Commission were presented and discussed.  Ms. Marusak recommended several additional 
revisions.  Representative Pitre motioned to adopt the Values, Goals, and Objectives for use in 
the update of the Statewide Transportation Plan.  Ms Marusak seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed with no objections. 
 
Mr. John Basilica, Undersecretary, Office of Management and Finance, La DOTD, gave a 
detailed review of DOTD’s budget for Fiscal Year 2000-2001 with very detailed information on 
the Department’s Operating Budget. Several Commission members asked questions which Mr. 
Basilica responded to. 
  
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
A DRUG FREE WORKPLACE 



Eric Kalivoda, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Planning and Programming, La DOTD, 
provided an overview of transportation capital expenditures in Louisiana regardless of whether 
the funds pass through DOTD.  Dr. Kalivoda then provided a more detailed explanation of the 
capital expenditures for highways.  Dr. Kalivoda responded to questions from the Commission 
members. 
 
Dr. Movassaghi then gave an overview of potential revenue enhancement options including 
indexing the fuel tax to the construction cost index, increase car and truck registration fees, 
increasing the fuel tax, etc. 
 
A discussion regarding revenues and revenue sources then ensued as follows: 
 
Representative Hopkins asked for the Secretary’s comments on dedicating one cent of the 4-cent 
sales tax on food and utilities to highway capacity projects and then selling bonds to generate a 
large influx of capital up front. 
 
Secretary Movassaghi responded that pursuing this might create a hole in the General Fund, 
which would then have to be filled.  Dr. Movassaghi then indicated that DOTD does not have 
authority to issue bonds with state or federal funds.  He further indicated that DOTD applies for 
federal funds not used by other states and that we have been successful for nine years in a row.  
Dr. Movassaghi also indicated over 4,000 miles of state highways do not qualify for federal 
funds and there are not sufficient state funds available to properly maintain them. 

 
Ms. Marusak asked about the current rate of inflation and how much money indexing would 
bring in.  Dr. Movassaghi responded that construction inflation is currently about 4% and that 
indexing would bring in very little initially but rather it provides protection from inflation over 
the long term. 
 
Ms. Marusak also asked how much revenue the current truck and car registration fees generate, 
what the current truck registration fee is and what is the proposal for increasing it.  Mr. Basilica 
responded that the truck registration fee generates about $40 million per year, the auto 
registration fee generates about $35 million per year, the truck registration fee is $519/year and 
the proposal is to double it. 
 
Mr. Cohoon asked if DOTD has made any estimates of revenues generated by increasing the 
auto registration fees.  Mr. Basilica stated that DOTD had not prepared any such estimates and 
that we would need data from the Office of Motor Vehicles within the Department of Public 
Safety and Corrections. 
 
Dr. Kalivoda provided the Commission with a status report on recent and upcoming 
transportation Advisory Council meetings.  The question was asked whether the TIMED projects 
would automatically be included in the plan.  Dr. Kalivoda indicated that they would, since these 
projects are specified in the state constitution and have a dedicated funding source. 
 
Dr. Movassaghi stated that the next meeting of the Commission had not yet been scheduled and 
that the members would be notified well in advance.  With no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
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